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President’s Report: 

The SCHA acknowledges the financial support of the Government  

of Ontario through the Ministry of   Tourism,  Culture, and Sport. 

Hello again as your SCHA 

President; 

We have some things to 

celebrate at the Simcoe 

County Historical Associa-

tion! On September 10th, 

after months of preparation 

and planning we held our 

first (of many it is hoped) 

History Conference at the 

Simcoe County Museum. 

We were sold out and had a 

great day with tours of the 

Museum and the County 

Archives.  

Our keynote speaker “Dan 

Needles” talked about our 

stories in a context of fun 

and some chuckles. He 

swore that they were based 

on facts but we were not so 

sure. Mr Needles is a great 

story teller. Thanks to the 

County Museum and the 

Archives for being part of 

the day. 

Special thanks to our Secre-

tary Donna Wice for her 

hard work and leadership. 

Even more she was an out-

standing MC for the day. 

Also special mention and 

recognition for the work of 

the two “Debs”; Crawford 

and Exel in planning and 

organizing the day. Still 

more the work of the whole 

Board of Directors made it 

all happen. Thanks All! 

We are continuing the 

Speakers Series and so 

look for the announcements 

in the next while. Also we 

have a greater number of 

history essays this year 

from County Grade 10 stu-

dents. We look forward to 

awarding prizes to the top 

three soon. Thanks John 

Merritt for your work. 

Thanks to Deb Crawford for 

Editing our Newsletter 

“NEWS and views”.  To-

gether we can do much! 

The Conference had anoth-
er benefit and that is the 
addition of 2 new Board 
Members: Lindsay Earl, His-
tory Coordinator, Orillia Mu-
seum of Art and History 
(OMAH) and Vanessa Ken-
nedy owner of Red Quills 
Consulting Hillsdale. Her 
specialty is Indigenous con-
sulting and knowledge shar-
ing, understanding the his-
tory and culture of our re-
gion, connecting to Indige-
nous population of Simcoe 
County”. The SCHA Board 
will be much stronger be-
cause they have joined us. 

 

 

 

Ted Duncan; 

President SCHA  

 

and 

http://www.simcoecountyhistory.ca
https://www.facebook.com/simcoecountyhistoricalassociation/
https://twitter.com/SimcoeHistory
mailto:news@simcoecountyhistory.ca
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Membership Update: 

 
As we pass deeper into the second half of the year, remember that it's not too late to 
renew your membership if you haven't already. Still only about 60% of our individual, 
family and group members are up to date with their memberships. Your membership 
fees help us do the things we do to support local history, like our Heritage Business 
Award, Andrew Hunter Award and this year's Local History Conference.  
To renew, go to the membership page on our website: www.simcoecountyhistory.ca, 
or contact me at:  membership@simcoecountyhistory.ca  for more information. 
 
Our organization continues to grow, which is great to see. We are always looking for 
new Board members. If you or someone you know might be interested in helping steer 
this organization and its activities into the future, contact us at: 
 info@simcoecountyhistory.ca.  
 
We are especially looking for a Treasurer, so if you or someone you know has a pas-
sion for financial management, we need you! 

 

Pay by PayPal – payments may be sent to: info@simcoecountyhistory.ca  

Pay by Credit Card online - https://www.simcoecountyhistory.ca/memberships/   

Pay by Credit Card over the phone – email us at : info@simcoecountyhistory.ca 

Pay by Cheque: download our form and return by mail : 

 https://www.simcoecountyhistory.ca/memberships/ 

John Merritt, Membership Chair 

2022-23 ANDREW HUNTER AWARD COMING SOON! 
 
The SCHA is very excited to announce that with the start of a new school year comes 
the start of another year of our Andrew Hunter Award program. Named after Andrew 
F. Hunter, an early historian of Simcoe County and co-founder of the SCHA, the 
Hunter Award was originally offered to local post-secondary History students until it 
was retooled in 2021 to recognize excellence in essay writing by local Grade 10 Cana-
dian History students. There are currently four high schools across the county partici-
pating in the program, but we are always looking to add more! Anyone interested in 
learning more about this program can contact us at info@simcoecountyhistory.ca.  
 
We have received eight submissions for last year's iteration of the award program. 
SCHA Board members are currently hard at work choosing the winners and are very 
excited to be announcing their selections in the very near future.  
 
Stay tuned to recognize some more incredible young scholars! 

John Merritt,  Award Coordinator  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.simcoecountyhistory.ca%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C456f2e91572044b6c1eb08da90c5234f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637981473618599213%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQI
mailto:membership@simcoecountyhistory.ca
mailto:info@simcoecountyhistory.ca
mailto:info@simcoecountyhistory.ca
https://www.simcoecountyhistory.ca/memberships/
mailto:info@simcoecountyhistory.ca
https://www.simcoecountyhistory.ca/memberships/
mailto:info@simcoecountyhistory.ca


 

 

 

For more information contact: Simcoe County Museum 

Phone: 705 728 3721 or  

Visit: Upcoming Events 2022 - At The Museum (simcoe.ca)  
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Check your email, Facebook and Twitter feeds for 

the launch of our 2022-2023 : 
 

October 18th 2022 7PM via ZOOM 
 

https://museum.simcoe.ca/programs/fall-events-2021


From the moment the first at-

tendees arrived at the Simcoe 

County Museum on Saturday, 

September 10
th
, there was a 

distinctive buzz and excitement 

in the air, voices mingling and 

greeting one another- all signs 

of the joy that 55 historians felt 

at being together. At last, 

months of planning their first 

ever SCHA History Conference 

came to fruition. 

Every chair was occupied and 

a hush came over the crowd as 

Coordinator Donna Wice paid 

fitting tribute to Queen Eliza-

beth and read the association’s 

newly created Land Acknowl-

edgement Statement. Presi-

dent Ted Duncan opened the 

day’s events by providing a 

brief history of SCHA, noting 

the inaugural members were 

many of the distinguished doc-

tors, scholars, judges and poli-

ticians of the1890’s. 

SC Warden George Cornell 

greeted the wonderful cross-

section of SC attendees noting 

representation from all corners 

of the county and pledging the 

County Council’s active recon-

nection with their historical 

roots in the future. 

OHS Director Janie Cooper-

Wilson spoke eloquently about 

the significance of preserving 

and being involved in history 

given the fast-paced world of 

modern times. She spoke of 

her role on the OHS Board and 

the fascinating board with 

which she serves. 

“A Fractured History of Simcoe 

County” was the title of Dan 

Needles’ keynote address and 

the title lived up to its name. 

With a co-mingling of wit and 

fact, Dan fully kept our atten-

tion while recounting anec-

dotes about living and farming 

in Simcoe County, and its 

unique geography. 

A delightful boxed lunch eaten 

outside at picnic tables or in 

the conference area allowed 

for opportunities to meet new 

fellow historians or head 

around the museum facilities, 

easily filling the lunch hour. 

The afternoon’s activities var-

ied. They included break out 

activities involving behind the 

scenes tours of both the SC 

Archives and the Museum, giv-

ing all the chance to stretch our 

legs and see the sections and 

processes not usually visible to 

the public. 

At the same time, previously 

videotaped lightning talks were 

rolled out. 

Alan Johnston, aged 97, re-

called farm days in Minesing. 

Coldwater Heritage Mill Cura-

tor Gwen Robinson shared the 

process of incorporating Hills-

dale Mill treasures with the 

Coldwater collection. Tom 

Scholte of Stayner Heritage 

Society visually walked us 

through many decades of 

changes in Stayner’s land-

scape. Mary Harris of Barrie 

Archives shared insights into 

history storytelling and record-

ing.  Members of the Simcoe 

and Grey Foresters lovingly 

spoke about the World War 1 

and 2 memorabilia housed in 

their Mulcaster Street, Barrie 

Museum. Using the backdrop 

of the Auld Kirk, Bradford, tal-

ented craftsmen and historians 

David and Bruce Chambers 

elaborated on the door and 

window renovations recently 

completed there. 

By 3:30pm, the day was over- 

participants heading home with 

door prizes,  swag bags all 

thoroughly perused, and a very 

satisfied planning committee- 

well done SCHA!!! 

 

Donna Wice 

Secretary of SCHA 

A First For Simcoe 

County Historical 

Association 
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Warden George Cornell  brought 

greetings from the County* 

The behind-the-scenes tour of Simcoe County Archives and all that it takes to keep  our history safe!** 

Janie Cooper-Wilson brought greetings 

from Ontario Historical Society.* 

Dan Needles, our keynote speaker  

shared anecdotes about living in 

Simcoe County.* 

An inside tour of the Simcoe County Archives** 

Donna Wice, our MC, kept the agenda moving!  

Thank you Donna for making this conference 

such a success!* 

*Photos courtesy of Karen Mahoney   ** Photos courtesy of Deb Crawford 
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Member Societies: 

Ted Duncan, President   705 326 9809  president@simcoecountyhistory.ca   

Mark Fisher, Vice President   705 728 3825  mwfisher51@gmail.com 

Donna Wice, Secretary    705 436 2578  mdwice@sympatico.ca  

John Merritt, Membership Director     membership@simcoecountyhistory.ca 

Janine Harris-Wheatley, Director  905 936 6459 Janinehw20@gmail.com 

Bruce McRae, Director    705 330 6570 Brucemcrae@yahoo.com 

Jan Blommaert, Director    705 456 1870  Janblommaert@gmail.com 

Amanda Wilce, Director       amandawilce@hotmail.com 

Deb Crawford, Director     705 456 1453  Debl.crawford@outlook.com 
Karen Mahoney, Director       karenmahoney25@gmail.com 
*Vanessa Kennedy, Director     redquills1@gmail.com 

*Lindsay Earle, Director      historycoordinator@orilliamuseum.org  

 

Wanted:  Treasurer!  If you are interested in joining the Board and/or taking on the role of 

Treasurer we would like to hear from you!   Contact Donna Wice for more information. 

Alliston Historical Society                                   

Box 88 Alliston ON 705-435-5626                                                                           

Contact Carolyn Knowles  

 

Archives of Ontario Library 

Contact Frank Van  Kalmthout 

 

Barrie Historical Archive  

Contact Deb Exel  

 

Bass Lake Rate Payers Association                    

12 Ward Ave Oro-Medonte ON                                       

705-955-2262 basslakera@gmail.com 

 

Bradford/West Gwillimbury Public Library  

 

Bradford/West Gwillimbury Local History 

Association Contact Jan Blommaert 

 

Coldwater Canadian Heritage Museum 

 

Collingwood Museum  

Contact Susan Warner 705-445-4811  

 

Essa Historical Society  

Richard Blanchard, President 

 

Essa Public Library 

Contact 

 

Friends of Fort Willow  

Contact Bryan Wesson 

Heritage Barrie                                                      

Contact  Tomasz Wierzba  

 

Historic Military Establishment of Upper Canada  

Contact David Brunelle 

 

Huronia Chapter, Ontario Archeological Society 

Contact John Raynor 

 

Huronia Museum Box 638, 549 Little Lake Park 

Rd. Midland ON, 705-526-2844 

huroniamuseum@gmail.com  

 

Innisfil Historical Society  

Contact: inniisfilhistoricalinfo@gmail.com                                    

 

Museum on the Boyne  

Contact Katie Huddleston  

705-435-4030 x. 1802  

 

Orillia Museum of Art and History  

Contact 705-326-2159  

 

Orillia Public Library 36 Mississauga St. W Orillia, 

705-325-2338 jturvey@orilliapubliclibrary.ca  

 

Ramara Historical Society  

Contact Cathy Westcott  

 

Simcoe County Archives                                                        

1149 Hwy 26 Minesing ON, 705-726-9331 

archives@simcoe.ca 

 

Simcoe County Museum  

Contact Kelly Swift-Jones  705-728-3721  

 

Stayner Heritage Society  

Contact Tom Scholte  705-517-5171  

  

Tecumseth & West Gwillimbury Historical Society 

Contact: Janine Harris- Wheatley               

905-936-6549 

 

Township of Essa  Contact 

 

Township of Oro-Medonte Heritage Committee 

148 Line 7 South Oro-Medonte ON L0L 2E0             

705-487-4003 cathy.keane@oro-medonte.ca  

 

Township of Tiny                                                 

Contact Pamela Zimmerman 

 

Please contact organizations directly 

for current information as previously 

scheduled events or meetings may 

have been cancelled or changed.  
 

2022—2023 Board of Directors: 

mailto:president@simcoecountyhistory.ca
mailto:mwfisher51@gmail.com
mailto:mdwice@sympatico.ca
mailto:membership@simcoecountyhistory.ca
mailto:janinehw@gmail.com
mailto:brucemcrae@yahoo.com
mailto:janblommaert@gmail.com
mailto:amandawilce@hotmail.com
mailto:debl.crawford@outlook.com
mailto:karenmahoney25@gmail.com
mailto:redquills1@gmail.com
mailto:historycoordinator@orilliamuseum.org
mailto:cknowles@rogers.com
mailto:frank.vankalmthout@ontario.ca
https://www.barriearchive.ca/
mailto:deb@barriearchive.ca
mailto:basslakera@gmail.com
http://bradford.library.on.ca/
mailto:jan.b1911@hotmail.com
http://www.coldwatermuseum.com/
https://www.collingwood.ca/culture-recreation-events/heritage-museum/collingwood-museum
mailto:rbb@interhop.net
mailto:ceo@essa.library.on.ca
https://www.nvca.on.ca/recreation/ConservationAreas/FortWillow
mailto:bwesson@nvca.on.ca
mailto:Tomasz.Wierzba@barrie.ca
https://hmeuc.com/
mailto:davidbrunelle@rogers.com
mailto:jraynor@rogers.com
mailto:huroniamuseum@gmail.com
mailto:innisfilhistoricalinfo@gmail.com
https://www.newtecumseth.ca/en/parks-recreation-and-culture/museum-on-the-boyne.aspx
mailto:boynemuseum@newtecumseth.ca
https://www.orilliamuseum.org/
https://www.orilliapubliclibrary.ca/
mailto:jturvey@orilliapubliclibrary.ca
http://ramarahistoricalsociety.ca/
mailto:westcott.cathy963@gmail.com
mailto:archives@simcoe.ca
https://museum.simcoe.ca/
http://www.staynerheritagesociety.com/
mailto:janinehw20@gmail.com
mailto:llehr@essatownship.on.ca
mailto:cathy.keane@oro-medonte.ca
mailto:pzimmerman@tiny.ca

